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THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDEDASABANDONED THIS STATUTOR 
EERIQC CANNOT B£ EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE REFLECTS A CREDIT 
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-85B (OR AN EQUIVALENT) 
MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILiJSe REGARDED A 
ABANDONED. " 



HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current * " " 
SMALL ENTITY status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 4 

B. If the status is changed, pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above and notify the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office of the change in status, or 



-If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 
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.A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, <£ «■ 

ro 
oo 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY sta& before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check the box below and enclo 
the PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 



II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(s) have already been paid, Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
comp eted and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be 
completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

I"" ^l'?,^^ 0 ^! 0115 re S ardin g mis application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Box ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 



PTOL 85 (REV 05 03) Approved for use through 04/30/2004 



Page 1 of 4 



PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send'this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

Eax (703)746-4000 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). B!oc)cs 1 through 4 should be completed wh 
a n P i )r °? r !? i ftirther » c .°"^ 1 s P° nden ce including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" 
maintenance tee notifications. or 

Note: A certificate ot mailing can only be used tor domestic mailings oft 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any oth 
accompanying papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment 
formal drawing, must have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 

I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with t 
United States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in 
envelope addressed to the Box Issue Fee aadress above, or being facsimi 
transmitted to the USPTO, on the date indicated below. 



LbkkkN 1 UUKk^RWUhNl ' b AUUUL!^ (Note: Leg.bly mark-up with any corrections or use Block I) 
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1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). v 

□ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/ 1 22) attached. 

□ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03*02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 



2. For printing on the patent front page, list (1) 
the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, (2) the name of a 
single firm (having as a member a registered 
attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2 
registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name 
is listed, no name will be printed. 



3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) ~~" ^ 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. Inclusion of assignee data is only appropriate when an assignment h 
been previously submitted to thelJSPTO or is being submitted under separate cover. Completion of this form is NOT a ^ubstiuote fori Tiling an Sment aSSlgnment h 
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 



Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) 
4a. The following fee(s) are enclosed: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): 

□ Issue Fee □ A check in the amount of the fee(s) is enclosed. 

□ Publication Fee Q Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

□ Advance Order - # of Copies 



□ individual □ corporation or other private group entity □ governm 



□ The Commissioner is hereby authorized by charge the required fee(s), or credit any overpayment t 
Deposit Account Number _ (enclose an extra copy of this form). 



Commissioner for Patents is requested to apply the Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if any) or to re-apply any previously paid issue fee to the application identified above. 



(Authorized Signature) 



(Date) 



NOTE; The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone 
other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 



This collection of information is reguired by 37 CFR 1.3 11. The information is required to 
obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an 
application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is 
estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the 
completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual 
case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or 
suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer U S 
ESmS T S? em 2fi 0fTice > U S - Department of Commerce, Alexandria, Virginia 
22313-1450 DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. 
SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a 
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 



The patent term adjustment to date is 128 days. If the issue fee is paid on the date that is thret months after t 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a ha 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the term adjustment will be 128 days. 

If a continued prosecution application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date th'~ 
determines patent term adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retriev 
(PAIR) system, (http://pair.uspto.gov) 

Any questions regarding the patent term extension or adjustment determination should be directed to the Office 
Patent Legal Administration at (703)305- 1383. 
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Notice of Fee Increase on January 1, 2003 

If a reply to a "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" is filed in the Office on or after January 1, 2003, then the 
amount due will be higher than that set forth in the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" since there will be an increase 
in fees effective on January 1, 2003. See Revision of PfttCTt and Trademark Egss for Fiscal Year 2003: Final Rule, 67 Fed. 
Reg. 70847, 70849 (November 27, 2002). 

The current fee schedule is accessible from: http ://www.uspto , gov/main/ho wtofees .htm . 

If the issue fee paid is the amount shown on the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due," but not the correct amount 
in view of the fee increase, a "Notice to Pay Balance of Issue Fee" will be mailed to applicant. In order to avoid 
processing delays associated with mailing of a "Notice to Pay Balance of Issue Fee," if the response to the Notice of 
Allowance and Fee(s) due form is to be filed on or after January 1, 2003 (or mailed with a certificate of mailing on or 
after January 1, 2003), the issue fee paid should be the fee that is required at the time the fee is paid. If the issue fee was 
previously paid, and the response to the "Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due" includes a request to apply a 
previously-paid issue fee to the issue fee now due, then the difference between the issue fee amount at the time the 
response is filed and the previously paid issue fee should be paid. £fi£ Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, Section 
1308.01 (Eighth Edition, August 2001). 

Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be directed to the Customer Service Center 
of the Office of Patent Publication at (703) 305-8283. 
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Notice of Allowability 



Application N 

10/068,828 



Examiner 

K. Feggins 



Applicant(s) 

WAGNER ETAL 



Art Unit 



2861 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the c ver sh t with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application If not included 
^™ (or P revious, y mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course THIS 
N /?J IC i«P F ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to preliminary amendment filed 2/6/02 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 10-25 . 

3. The drawings filed on 06 February 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 



Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
eacn sneet. 



9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attachm nt(s) 

1£3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
3D Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
5Q Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 
7D Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 
of Biological Material 



2D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

4D Interview Summary (PTO-413), Paper No. . 

6D Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9Q Other 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-37 (Rev. 04-03) 



N tice f All wability 



Part of Paper No. 3 



Application/Control Number: 10/068,828 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2861 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reason for the allowance of claims 10-25 is the inclusion of the method step of printing 
an image using a digital printer that includes preparing an ink that comprises at least 
one heat-activated printing additive that is solid at ambient temperature, wherein the at 
least one heat-activated printing additive has a melting point that is lower than a heat 
activation temperature and at least one reactive dye which dissolves in the printing 
agent wherein the printing agent is a liquid and at least on alkaline agent and heat 
activating the ink by applying heat to the substrate at or above the heat activation 
temperature and melting the heat activated printing additive wherein the portion of the 
ink reacts with the substrate and bonds the image to the substrate. It is these steps 
found in the claims, as they are claimed in the combination of, which has not been 
found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record that makes these claims allowable. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Wagner et al. (US 6103041) disclose an reactive ink printing 
process. Imoto et al. (US 6040269) disclose a method for forming image on object and 
thermal transfer sheet and thermal transfer image receiving sheet for use in the method. 
Kamio et al. (US 5643709) disclose a thermal transfer recording material capable of 
giving color image having an excellent color reproducibility. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 



Application/Control Number: 10/068,828 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2861 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Communication With The USPTO 
2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to K. Feggins whose telephone number is 703-306-4548. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, B. Fuller can be reached on 703-308-0079. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 8 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 
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Country Code-Number-Kind Code 


Date 
MM-YYYY 


Name 


Classification 
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US-5,643,709 


07-1997 
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Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages) 
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*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).) 
Dates in MM-YYYY formal are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign. 
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REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date: July 30, 2003 

All amendments filed oh or after the effective iiate noted above rriust comply with revised 37 CFR 1.121. See Final 
Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed. Reg. 
386 1 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's website at: http://www.usptO:gov/web/patents/ifw/ 
with related information. The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1.121, and described below, replaces 
the voluntary revised amendment format available to applicants since February 2003. NOTE: STRICT 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (July 
30, 2003). The Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 via a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. 1, Feb. 2003). The non- 
compliant section(s) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected section(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

Bold underlined italic font has been used below to highlight the major differences between the revised 37 CFR 

1.121 and the voluntary revised amendment format that applicants could use since February, 2003. 

Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed. 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE 

I. Begin each section of an amendment document on a separate sheet; - : \ ^ 

Each section of an amendment document (e.g. , Specification Amendments, Claim Amendments, Drawing 
Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. Starting each separate section on a new page will - 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image file wrapper - r . \ *^^— : ^ - o \ 

n. Two versions of amended part(s) no longer required; - 

37 CFR 1.121 has been revised to no longer require two versions (a clean version and a marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for a clean 
version and a marked up version for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 have been retained. 

A) Amendments to the claims;; ..... . %v*-.- 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim, must include a complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number in the listing, the 
status must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
current changes) niust be presented. The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenthetical expression following the claim number using only one of 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented) and (not entered). The text of all pending claims, including withdrawn claims, must 
be submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and not entered claims must be indicated by only 
the claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. • 

(2) The text of all claims being currently amended must be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim 
must be shown by underlining (for added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: ( 1 ) 
for deletion of five characters or fewer, double brackets may be used (e.g., fferoorll); and (2) if 
strikethrough cannot be easily perceived (e.g., deletion of the number "4" or certain punctuation marks), 
double brackets must be used (e.g., ff4ff). As an alternative to using double brackets, however, extra 
portions of text may be included before and after text being deleted, all in strikethrough, followed by 
including and underlining the extra text with the desired change (e.g., number 4 as number 14 as) . An 
accompanying. clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently 
amended," and "withdrawn" that are being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being currently amended, including withdrawn claims, must be presented in 
the claim listing in clean version, /.*, without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 
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. (4) A claim being canceled must be listed in the claim l isting with the status identifier "canceled"; the text of the 
v claim must not* be. presented. Providing an instruction to cancel is optibrtal. 

(5) Any claims added by amendment must be presented in the claim listing with the status identifier "(new)"; the 
- text of the claim must not be underlined; >~ v >~~-- - - .-.n-**;- 

(6) All of the claims in the claim listing must be presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive canceled, 
or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one; statement (e.g., Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)).. 

Example of listing of claims (use of the -word "claim " before the claim number is optional): 

Claims 1-5 (canceled) r f'-'l v4 -; w ^ -s^ W ^^\* ; . ■•' t - 

Claim 6 (previ6usly'presented)VA bucket with a handle! ; 

Claim 7 (withdra^ '. .' * 

Claim 8 (withdrawn): , The handle of claim 7 jfurther comprising a plastic grip: " 1 - , 

Claim.9 (curi-ently^ameffded)? A bucket with a greet* blue handle. ^ ? * - .;.V-: V • 

Claim 1 Q- (ori^|hal5:.^he"bu%etE of .claim 9 wherein the 'handle: is made of woody; ;* [■ . ■] « v >'i 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) ; ; ■"■ - 

Claim 12 (not entered) ' 1 V ~ " - — 

Claim 13(tiew): A bucket with plastic sideiahd bottom: .7' Z^A^S^:^^ ' 

B) Amendments to the specification: A *• . ' ^ " v -v-'v/-\^- : * #; '' ■ 

Amendments to the specification, including the abstract, xnust be made By; presenting a* replacement paragraph or 
section or abstract marked up to show Changes made relative to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean 
version is not required and should not be presented. Newly added paragraphs or sections, including a new abstract 
(instead of a replacement abstract), must not be underlined. A replacement or new abstract "must be submitted on a 
separate sheet; 37 CFR 1.72. If a substitute specification is being submitted to incorporate extensive amendments, 
both a clean version (which will be entered) and a marked up version must be submittedas per 37 CFR 1 . 125. 

The changes in any replacement paragraph or section, or substitute specification must be shown by underlining (for 
added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 except ions? :( 1) for deletion of five characters or fewer; 
double brackets may be used(e&, fferoor}/); arid (2) ifstrikeihrough banhoi be easily verceived (e.g„ deletion of 
the number "4" or certain punctuation marks), double brackets must be used (e.g., f[4/l). As an alternative to 
using double brackets, however, extra portions of text may be included before and after text beins deleted, all in 
strikethrough, followed by including and underlining the extra text with'the desired change (e.g., number 4 as 
number 14 as) - J ~ ■ '*. , . \ ... 

C) Amendments to drawing' figures: 

Drawing changes must be made by presenting replacement figures which 'incorporate the desired changes- and which 
comply with 37 CFR 1.84. An explanation of the changes made must be presented either in the drawing amendments, 
or remarks, section of the amendment, and may be accompanied by a marked-up copy of one or more of the figures 
being amended, with annotations. Any replacement drawing sheet must be identified in the top margin as 
"Replacement Sheet'* and include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even., 
though only, one figure may be amended. Any marked-up (annotated) copy showing changes must be labeled : 
"Annotated Marked-up Drawings" and accompany the replacement sheet in the amendment (e.g., as an appendix) . 
The figure or figure number of the amended drawing(s) must not be labeled as "amended." If the changes to the 
drawing figure(s) are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in. the 
next Office action. No further, drawing submission will be 'required, unless applicant is notified. . 

Questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice set forth in this flyer should be 
directed to: Elizabeth Dougherty or Gena Jones, Legal Advisors, or Joe Narcavage, Senior Special Projects Examiner, 
Office of Patent Legal Administration, by e-mail to patentpractrce@uspto.gov or by phone at (703) 305-1616. 



Rev. 3 (07/24/03) Elyer.for mailing.with all Office actions by all TCs 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office 
has changed certain mailing addresses! 

Effectiv May 1, 2003 

Use the address provided in this flyer after May 1 , 2003 for any correspondence with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) in patent-related matters to 
organizations reporting to the Commissioner for Patents. 

DO NOT USE the Washington DC 20231 and P.O. Box 2327 Arlington, VA 22202 addresses 
after May 1, 2003 for any correspondence withthe USPTO even if these old addresses are 
indicated in the accompanying Office action or Notice or in any other action, notice, material, 
form, instruction or other information. v k 

Correspondence in patent-related matters to organizations reporting to the Commissioner 
for Patents must now be addressed to: 




Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Special Mail Stop designations to replace Special Box designations 

Also effective May 1, 2003, theJLJSPtO.is changing the special Box designations for 
Patents and Trademarks to corresponding Wail Stop designations (e.g., "Box 4" will now be 
"Mail Stop 4'7.;\, J \ Cil^'iA^-" ' * ,Y;j£i- u ;'-" ; -'".:'vV:' ' 

For further information, see Correspondence with the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, 68 Fed. Reg. 14332 (March 25, 2003). A copy of the Federal Register notice is available 
on the USPTO's web site at http://www.uspto.goV/web/menu/current.html#register 

A listing of specific USPTO mailing addresses (See Patents - specific) will be available 
on the USPTO's web site on April 15, 2003 at http://www!uspt6.gdv/main/contacts.htm 

Persons filing correspondence with the Office should check the rules of practice, the Official, 
Gazette , or the Office's Internet Web site ( www.usptd.gbv) to determine the appropriate address , 
and Mail Stop Designation (if applicable) for allcorrespondence being delivered to the USPTO 
via the United i States Postal'Service (USPS^ " / // \ ^ _ : ' w 

Questions regarding the content of this flyer should be directed to the Inventor Assistance 
Center at (703) 308-4357 or toll-free at 1-800-786-9199. 



